
Act or Regulation Proposed Amendments Identified purpose of proposed changes.

Contaminated Land Management 
Act 1997 (CLM Act) and the 
Contaminated Land Management 
Regulation 2013 (CLM Regulation)

The EPA proposes to amend the CLM Act and the CLM Regulation to create an instrument called a 
‘management agreement’. A management agreement will be similar to a voluntary management proposal 
(VMP). However, unlike a VMP, it will be an offence not to comply with a management agreement. 

The EPA will review all current VMPs. If the holder of a VMP is not meeting its commitment, the EPA 
will initiate a process to convert the VMP into either a management agreement or a management order, 
depending on the nature and seriousness of the unmet commitments. 

Existing VMPs will continue for those that continue to meet their commitments, until the required actions 
identified in existing VMPs are completed. However, the EPA will not enter into any new VMPs once the 
new legislation commences. 

To ensure those operating within the contaminated land regulatory framework 
remain accountable for their actions by imposing penalties for not complying 
with management agreements.

The EPA also proposes to increase the penalty notice amounts for not complying with management 
orders to $3,000 for individuals and $10,000 for corporations.
It also proposes to introduce a penalty notice amount for failing to comply with the new ‘management 
agreement’ to $1,500 for an individual and $5,000 for a corporation.

Protection of the Environment 
Operations Act 1997 (POEO Act)

Replacing the requirement for newspaper advertising of environment protection licence reviews with a 
requirement to publish details of licence reviews on the EPA’s website. 

Environment protection licence review dates will also be included on the EPA’s Public Register. 

To ensure that the EPA notifies the public of upcoming licence reviews in an 
effective and cost efficient manner.

Extending the limitation period for groundwater offences from one to three years, to reflect the 
complexity of enforcing groundwater regulation.

To account for the complexities specific to determining groundwater pollution 
and radiation offences by increasing the time allowed for these investigations.

Amending the POEO Act to explicitly provide for the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) to collect 
evidence and to enable such evidence to be used in proceedings in all courts. 

Removing the class of ‘supervisory licences’ from the POEO Act and making consequential changes to 
the Protection of the Environment (Waste) Regulation 2014.

To delete an obsolete class of licence.

Amending the POEO Act to ensure that Global Positioning Systems (GPS) can be installed on prime 
movers and other trucks (including trailers). 

To remove a loophole for avoiding the installation of GPS tracking devices on 
vehicles.

Protection of the Environment 
Administration Act 1991 (POEA Act)

Removing no longer necessary community consultation forums from the POEA Act. Such forums include 
the: Hunter and Illawarra Region Environment Protection Community Consultation Forums and the NSW 
Council on Environmental Education.

To remove obsolete consultation forums.

Radiation Control Act 1990 (RC Act) 
and the Radio Control Regulation 
2013 

Amending the RC Act to allow prosecutions to be heard in the Land and Environment Court (LEC) 
instead of the Supreme Court. 

•	 to align penalties under the RC Act and RC Regulation with those in 
other environmental legislation

•	 enable prosecutions appeals to be heard in the Land and Environment 
Court

•	 to align investigation powers, penalties and appeal rights across the 
EPA’s administered legislation. 

Amending the RC Act to allow the LEC to hear appeals against EPA decisions under the RC Act and 
the RC Regulation. 

Amending the RC Act to increase the maximum penalty (from 100 penalty unites to 200 penalty units) 
that may be imposed by Local Courts for offences under the RC Act and the RC Regulation. 

Removing the statutory cap on penalty notice amounts set in the RC Act. 

Amending the RC Act to extend the limitation period for offences under the RC Act from one year to two 
years. 
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